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of dressing. Between 7 and 8, the company began to
assemble and tho' an uninvited and social meeting, the
rooms were soon filled. Mr. Smith, for a wonder, made
his appearance for a little while on his wray to sup with
the Typographical Society on its anniversary. Mr.
Gales and 4 or 5 stranger editors, mostly members of
congress went with him and did not return until after
twelve, wrhen as all the company were gone, to beguile
the time I was playing chess with Gouv'r Barbour. Thus
passed another most agreeable evening. We returned
home, all of us in fine spirits. If I could, I would have
gone on Wednesday to Mrs. Clay's drawing room, but
Mr. Smith had an engagement in the city and I gave it
up. However, we were as happy at home, sitting round
a cheerful fire and reading English history and sewing,
so much interested in the adventures of Prince Charles,
that we could not close the book until past n o'clock.
Thus at home or abroad we are quite happy. We have
frequent and agreeable and long visits from College
friends and our winter evenings are as pleasant as sum-
mer days. On Christmas we were very happy, as well
as gay. Dear Mrs. Bomford and all her family came
early in the morning and staid until late at night. In the
evening about 20 young people joined us and musick and
dancing and games enabled our young folks to have a
merry Christmas. . . .

TO MRS. BOYD

[Sidney,] Deer, sist 1827.

. . . . Next week there is to be a Fair, for the
benefit of the Orphan Asylum. Every female in the
City, I believe, from the highest to the lowest has been
at work for it. Mrs. Van Ness spares neither time orts, which the girls
